May 2017 Vol 1

ST GEORGE SYRO MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
ADELAIDE

NEWSLETTER

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF
GOOD COUNSEL

Feast April 26

Holy Virgin, moved by the painful
uncertainty we experience in
seeking and acquiring the true and
the good, we cast ourselves at thy
feet and invoke thee under the sweet
title of Mother of Good Counsel. We
beseech thee: come to our aid at this moment in our
worldly sojourn when the twin darknesses of error and
of evil that plots our ruin by leading minds and hearts
astray.

Seat of Wisdom and Star of the Sea, enlighten the
victims of doubt and of error so that they may not be
seduced by evil masquerading as good; strengthen them
against the hostile and corrupting forces of passion and
of sin.

Mother of Good Counsel, obtain for us from thy Divine
Son the love of virtue and the strength to choose, in
. doubtful and difficult situations, the course agreeable to
our salvation. Supported by thy hand we shall thus
journey without harm along the paths taught us by the
word and example of Jesus our Saviour, following the
Sun of Truth and Justice in freedom and safety across
the battlefield of life under the guidance of thy maternal
Star, until we come at length to the harbor of salvation
to enjoy with thee unalloyed and everlasting peace.
Amen.
(By Pope Pius XII, 23 January 1953)

Message from the Chaplain

"zDhen the Adelaide Malankara Catholic Community
publishes ifs first Newsletter, | am happy and
grateful to the members behind the endeavour. Though
small in number, by your hard work and unity of action
you are laudably proclaiming the  Risen Lord through
your life.

Easter is a celebration of “risen voices”. The Easter
narration in the Gospel tells us that, the women left
quickly from the tomb with great joy and ran to ‘tell’ his
disciples that they have spoken to the Risen Lord. Mary
Magdalene announced that  “I have seen the Lord”.

Even though the guards who were watching the dead
body of Jesus, withessed these events, (Matt. 28/11) they
were bribed by the power streams, not to fell the truth to
outside, and slenced. Their voices were simply
stopped. But no tomb, no stone, no guard, no army, no
power could stop the reality of resurrection.

This news letter is nothing but raised voices to those who
are weary and frustrated, timid and hopeless that Jesus is
risen, and we have new hope in Him. My wishes and
Prayers for all of you. May the risen Lord help you to grow
in his love and courage!

Fr Stephen Kulathumkarott

Chaplain, Syro Malankara Catholic Church AU & NZ
2 Ridgeway Av, Enfield SA 5085

Ph: 0427 661 067 Email: frstevek@gmail.com
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Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. Psalm 139:4
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Hearty Welcome to
; E: " Rev. Fr. Premkumar

to Australia.
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Listen to me; be silent, and I will teach you wisdom. Job 33:33




Let us know our roots

he Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is an Eastern
Catholic Church in full communion with Catholic

Church and with the Bishop of Rome, the Pope. It is
one of the 23 sui iuris Eastern Catholic Churches in the

Catholic communion. It is a Major Archiepiscopal Church
headed by a Major Archbishop. The current Major Arch-
bishop is Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, who was elected in
2007. The church follows the West Syrian Rite liturgy,
which is also used in the Maronite and Syriac Catholic
Church.

There is a strong and living tradition the St. Thomas, one of
the twelve apostles od Jesus Christ arrived at Kodungallur,
in the northern part of Kerala, in 52 AD, preached the
gospel of Jesus Christ and established the Christian Church
over here. The Christian believers of this locality are even
now known as Mar Thoma Christianikal alias St. Thomas
Christians, after the name of the Apostle. This Apostolic
Church was in Catholic Communion from the early
centuries. It came in contact with the Syro—Chaldean
Church of the Middle East and consequently adopted some
of the East Syrian Liturgical traditions in its liturgical
practice.It was in the Sixteenth century, that this Apostolic
Church came under the reign of the Western Church

through the Portuguese missionaries.
. S t ther was from Cappadocia (in modern day
® Turkey) and his mother was from Palestine.
George’s father was martyred, so his mother moved back to
Palestine and raised George there with good education and in
pious faith. George joined the army has soon as he could. He
quickly earned ranks and was stationed in Nicomedia as a
guard attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian. Returning to
Cappadocia after a victorious campaign and passing through
the region of  Attalia in Pamphylia, he freed the king’s
daughter, who had been left at the mercy of a dangerous
dragon, and killed the beast with a divine strength that he
was given by his faith. Marveling at this demonstration of the
strength given by Christ to His faithful ones against the forces

of evil, the local pagans were all converted to Christianity.

George was born in the late 3rd century. His fa-

Diocletian was one of the most ruthless emperors for
Christian persecution. St. George was asked to persecute the
Christians but he would not and he showed that he was a
Christian. Diocletian attempted to convert him to believe in
the Roman gods, offered him land, money and slaves in
exchange for offering a sacrifice to the Roman gods, and
made several other offers that George refused.

Finally, after exhausting all other options, Diocletian ordered
George's execution. In preparation for his death, George gave
his money to the poor. George survived several torture
sessions to kill him. The first torture was him being placed on
a wheel and as the wheel turned, George was pierced all over
his body, but an angel came and healed him. They put him in
a pit and covered him with lime and three days later they dug
him out and he was unharmed. They put him in iron shoes
with hot nails. They poisoned him.

The Portuguese
especially, Indian traditions of the Church. Hence they wanted to
latinise the Indian Church. They extended the Padroado

missionaries were ignorant of the Oriental,

agreement in their evangalization programme over India and
wanted to bring the St. Thomas Christians under this jurisdiction.
The Church in India resisted this move. This eventually led to the
event known in history as the Kunan Kuris Sathyam (Coonan
Cross Oath) of Jan 1563. Eventually it led to the division of the
Thomas Christians. In the 17th century a part of this Church came
in to communion with the Church of Antioch of the West Syrian

tradition. Editor’s Note: Through this space the rich history of

To be continued. Syro Malankara Church will come to you part by part.

St George, Our Patron

" Diocletian had George appear in the
emple of Apollo before a fairly large
rowd. Pretending that he intended to
| offer sacrifice, the Martyr went into
the temple and confronted the idol,
'Y making the sign of the Cross. The
demons that lived in the idol then
confessed in terror that Christ alone is
the true God, and they escaped with a
great hubbub, leaving the inert statues
to fall to the ground.

Attracted by the tumult, Empress
Alexandra came out and forced her
way through the crowd, crying out:
“God of George, come to my aid!, "and
she fell at the Saint’s feet. Unable any longer to contain his fury,
the tyrant, whose heart was hardened as Pharaoh’s had been
of old, ordered that they both be beheaded. But, some time
before the execution, Alexandra peacefully gave her soul into
God’s hands in prison.

When the day arrived, George went to the place of execution
followed by a large crowd. He gave thanks to God for His benefits,
and, begging His help for all those who would trustingly invoke
his intercession throughout the centuries, bent his neck under the
sword and went to carry off the trophies of eternal glory.

The Adelaide Malankara Community venerates St. George as her
heavenly patron. When we celebrate the feast of St. George on
23rd of April, let us plead to this saint to protect us to keep our
faith in Jesus Christ in all the trials and tribulations.

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” Exodus 33:14
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Wisdom 6:10-11

70  For they will be made holy who ‘

observe holy things in holiness, and
those who have been taught them will ‘
find a defence.

11 Set your desire on my words; long
for them and you will be instructed.

Belated Happy Blrthday
Lincy Jim 2/4

Dhanya Viju 12/4

Brian Viju & Brianna Viju 14/4
Magena Viju 19/4 and Belated
Happy Wedding Anniversary
(19/4) wishes to dear Lizy & Viju Zakharia.

Happy 60t Birthday to Our Beloved
Rev. Dr. Frederic Eluvathingal!!!
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Service Times / Announcements

. Catechism on 6th and 20t of May
. Holy Mass on 7th May and 4th June
. Marian Procession at Pilgrim Peace Park on

Sunday 21t May at 1.30 pm
. Night Vigil on 2ndJune

Office Bearers
Treasurer & Night Vigil: Manoj Chacko
Secretary: Jim John
Catechism : Pradeep Simonkutty
Monthly Prayer : John P Mathew

Newsletter : Lijomon George

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Luke 12:32



